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INTRODUCTION
More than any other region in America, the South has a reputation for being “haunted.”  
Stories of the South are fi lled with ghosts, the grotesque, and the spectral.  However, 
the gothic nature of stories about the South do not serve to simply titillate or terrify 

readers.  Despite our association of the word haunted with ghouls and goblins, a 
haunting is anything that will not be suppressed; it can refer to any kind of trauma or 

pervading sense of the diverse forms of undeadness, the absent presence that will not 
remain buried.  In the South, that which is haunting refers to anything racial, political, 

philosophical, economic, or historical that continues to present itself as a problem. 

The twenty fi rst Belmont Humanities Symposium will investigate the nature of 
Southern hauntings from diverse perspectives, interrogating the darker aspects of 
slavery, racism, gender inequalities, poverty, and violence.  Rather than focusing on 
literal ghosts, we are considering the haunted nature of the Southern landscape, its 
fraught past and fascinating present.  It is important not to think of the American 

South as a monolith, a place where master narratives have traditionally been 
determined by media and popular culture.  Instead, we hope our audience will 

recognize the South as a region populated by many races, ethnicities, and folk groups, 
all in conversation with one another and struggling to maintain a distinct identity and 

common humanity.  And while the South remains haunted by what remains unresolved, 
the Symposium presentations will illuminate the unique qualities of Southern regions, 

the rituals and practices and stories that o� er sometimes painful but enduring lessons 
about love and the triumph of the human spirit.

2022 Humanities Symposium Committee:
Dr. Susan Finch and Professor Sue Trout, Co-chairs; Dr. Peter Kuryla; Dr. Regine 
Schwarzmeier; Dr. Noel Boyle, Professor Kim Balding; Dr. Maggie Monteverde.

With special thanks for their continued support and assistance: Dr. Bryce Sullivan, 
Karen Bennett, and Brenda Hancock, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

FEATURED SPEAKERS

Margaret Renkl is the author of Graceland, At Last:  Notes 
on Hope and Heartache in From the American South, winner 
of the Pen/Diamonstein-Spielvogel Award For the Art of the 
Essay and Late Migrations: A Natural History of Love and 
Loss, the 2020 Phillip D. Reed Environmental Writing Award 
and fi nalist for the 2020 Southern Book Prize.  A prolifi c 
writer of essays, Renkl is also a contributing opinion writer 
for the New York Times.

Sunny Eaton is the director of the Conviction Review Unit at 
the Davidson County District Attorney’s o�  ce, working to 
overturn wrongful convictions. An esteemed public defense 
attorney, Easton has also practiced entertainment law on 

Music Row and is passionate about helping entrepreneurs.

T.R.C. Hutton (Ph.D., Vanderbilt University, 2009) is an 
Associate Professor at Glenville State College and is the 
author of Bloody Breathitt: Politics and Violence in the 
Appalachian South, winner of the 2014 Weatherford Award 
from the Appalachian Studies Association.  His most 
recent book is entitled, Bearing the Torch: A History of the 
University of Tennessee.

New York Times bestselling author Tom Franklin will o� er 
two events. He teaches in the University of Mississippi’s MFA 
program. His novel Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter, won 
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and the Crime Writers’ 
Association’s Gold Dagger Award. His previous works 
include Poachers, Hell at the Breech, and Smonk. His latest 
novel, The Tilted World, was written with his wife, esteemed 
poet Beth Ann Fennelly.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
WHOLE PERSON FORMATION

10 A.M. Plenary: The Haunted South 
 Professor Sue Trout, Department of English

  Please join us for the opening session of the Symposium. Professor Trout 
will o� er an introduction to the nature of hauntings, Southern folklore, 
and urban legends--why these stories are told and what they reveal about 
human nature and the American South. She will also o� er a preview of the 
week’s events.

 Intellectual Well-Being Convo

11 A.M. Panel Presentation: The Haunting Nature of Southern Sports
Intellectual Well-Being Convo

Golf Ghosts? The Rhetorical Hauntings of Augusta National Golf Club
 Dr. Jason Lovvorn, Department of English

  The city of Augusta, Georgia has its ghosts. Paranormal tours regularly 
run in the city, and numerous websites identify its most haunted sites. 
If you are into the supernatural, Augusta is your jam. However, a space 
that never appears on such lists is the vaunted Augusta National Golf 
Club. This storied bastion of golfi ng glory is nevertheless haunted in ways 
that suggest a cultivated rhetorical e� ort. The club’s ghosts derive from 
managed memory, glorifi ed tradition, and most importantly, a carefully 
crafted, conservative rhetoric. Put another way, Augusta National allows 
certain ghosts while it exorcises others in a fashion befi tting a totalitarian 
enterprise. This talk will explore such inclusions and exclusions and 
examine the carefully controlled image of Augusta National along the way.

Are the Ghosts Gone? College Football Recruiting
 and the Oppositional South
 Dr. Vaughn May, Department of Political Science

  Scholars from various disciplines have identifi ed the importance of 
college football as a cultural marker and a source of regional pride for the 
American South. Academic analyses of specifi c games or specifi c seasons 
become lenses through which to make sense of the South’s broader 
cultural context. The twin themes of “athletically superior” but “morally 
inferior” constitute master narratives that inform current conceptions of 
the Southeastern Conference (SEC) and that drive much of the national 
debate on the South’s place in college football. Sociologist Larry Gri�  n’s 
idea of the “oppositional South” o� ers a useful academic framework to 
examine how these themes intersect with the popular phenomenon of 
college football recruiting. 

2022 HUMANITIES SYMPOSIUM
All sessions are in the JANET AYERS CONFERENCE ROOM JAAC 4094 

unless stated otherwise

Wielding Religion: The (Mis)Use of God In Southern Sports
 Dr. Christie Kleinmann, Department of Public Relations

  When the 1963 Mississippi State men’s basketball team made it to the 
NCAA national tournament, they faced fi erce opposition, but not from 
their on-the-court opponents. Southern residents and government 
o�  cials conspired to keep the team at home rather than risk the team’s 
play against desegregated teams. A chief ploy in their e� orts—religion. 
This presentation describes the (mis)use of religion by “God-fearing” 
Mississippians to prohibit racially integrated play in Southern
college sports.

12 P.M.  “Of Graves, Of Worms, and Epitaphs”: Southern 
Shakespearean Ghosts

 Dr. Jayme Yeo, Department of English

  Nashville is home to hot chicken, cool music, and Southern Shakespeare. 
Surprisingly, Shakespeare’s work has been at the center of the city’s social 
justice movements, from racially inclusive productions in the Jim Crow 
South to the shows managed by the director of the Ryman who built her 
career—and Nashville’s music industry—before she had the right to vote. In 
this interactive presentation, audiences will explore how our city’s literary 
and artistic past haunts our cultural present in unexpected ways.

 Intellectual Well-Being Convo

2 P.M.  Ghosts and Deeds: Haunting and Historical Consciousness in 
Henry James’ “Richmond”

  Dr. Peter Kuryla, Department of History and Dr. Andrew Davis,
Department of Philosophy

  With the help of Henry James’ refl ections on Richmond from his 
travelogue The American Scene and Hannah Arendt’s concept of 
action, we explore how the logic of haunting captures the complicated 
appearance of ‘The Old South’ as a place that both did and did not, or 
more, could not, exist.

 Intellectual Well-Being Convo

3 P.M.  “Are You Still Watching?”: Analyzing the Soothing and 
Swaying E� ects of Media Repetition

 Dr. Joel Overall, Department of English and Grace Usleman

  Are binge watchers actually zombies? After watching 3 episodes of a 
Netfl ix series, passive viewers are confronted with the prompt “Are you 
still watching?” The choice to “Continue watching” or go “Back” pulls 
them from the familiar, repetitive nature of media that can both soothe 
and sway a viewer. Repetition in media can lead to both permanence and 
change; while some movies or TV series use repeated elements to comfort 
audiences resistant to change, others use images, sounds, and text to 
shift an audience’s perspective. This interactive presentation explores pop 
cultural references to Prince, The Andy Gri�  th Show, and Stranger Things
to understand how repetition both haunts our present moment but still 
provides the potential for change. 

 Intellectual Well-Being Convo



4 5

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
INTEGRATIVE APPROACHES TO HEALTH/WELLNESS

9:30 A.M.  Well, I Declare! How Sexually Transmitted
Infections Haunt The South

 Dr. Jennifer T. Thomas, Department of Biology

  For as long as humans have walked this Earth, sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs) have journeyed along.  Despite knowledge, preventative 
measures, and treatments in the last 100 years, STIs are an on-going 
struggle for humanity, notably in the American South.  Why is the South a 
hotspot for these diseases? In this talk, we will examine the factors, from 
economic to religious (and everywhere in between), that contribute to 
this unwelcome distinction. We will discuss strategies for improvement 
and highlight examples from the past where the South, bless your heart, 
overcame disease for the benefi t and prosperity of its residents.

 Emotional/Physical Well-Being Convo

11 A.M.  Mental Asylums In The 19th and 20th Centuries in America: 
Treatments of Oppression and Despair

 Dr. Bryce Sullivan, Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

  The treatments for people with mental disorders developed in the 
19th and the fi rst half of the 20th centuries often did more harm than 
good. This was especially the case for those patients with less power in 
society. A “Lunatic, Idiot, and Epileptic Asylum” was approved by the 
Georgia legislature in 1837, and Georgia’s Central State Hospital, known 
simply as “Milledgeville,” eventually became the largest mental hospital 
in the world with over 12,000 patients by the middle of the 20th century. 
This presentation will cover some of the ill-conceived and harmful 
treatments and practices used in psychiatric hospitals of the period and 
the e� ects these had on a marginalized patient population. Dr. Sullivan’s 
psychological training included experiences in clinical settings, psychiatric 
hospitals, and maximum security forensic psychiatric units in Georgia, 
Ohio, Virginia, and Illinois. 

Emotional/Physical Well-Being Convo

FEATURED SPEAKER

2 P.M.  Migrating Ghosts in a Haunted South:
A Conversation with Margaret Renkl

  Join us for a conversation with writer Margaret Renkl. Renkl is a regular 
Opinion writer for the New York Times and the author of two books of 
essays, the award-winning Late Migrations: A Natural History of Love and 
Loss (2019) and Graceland at Last: Notes on Hope and Heartache from 
the American South (2021). Before her work with the Times, she served 
as editor of the Tennessee Humanities’ Chapter 16, which provides literary 
and arts coverage for the state of Tennessee. Pete Kuryla (Department of 
History) will moderate.

 Cultural Well-Being Convo

4 P.M.  Where Is My Mind? How Parasites Shape Our Lives In The 
American South

  Dr. Matthew Heard, Department of Environmental Studies

  In the South, there are enemies everywhere in nature. From mosquitoes 
that sneak attack us, roaches that creep into our rooms at night, and 
parasites that use us as a vessel for survival. In this talk, we’ll explore some 
of the most fascinating and spooky organisms in the South that use mind 
control and that exploit our bodies’ weaknesses. We’ll also discuss how 
parasites helped create the idea of the “lazy southerner” and how certain 
species can make you more likely to die in a car wreck or harm yourself.

 Emotional/Physical Well-Being Convo

FEATURED SPEAKER

6-8 P.M.  Sanctuary, Healing, and Revival: A Documentary and 
Refl ection with John Christian Phifer and Dr. Bonnie Smith 
Whitehouse

 JOHNSON THEATER

  John Christian Phifer is a veteran of the mainstream funeral industry who 
led the e� ort to create Larkspur Conservation, the fi rst conservation 
burial ground in Tennessee. Dr. Bonnie is a lover of Larkspur’s mission and 
sanctuary who is also grieving the loss of a close friend. John Christian 
and Dr. Bonnie will lead us in refl ection and conversation as we screen the 
unforgettable documentary Bury Me at Taylor Hollow together. We will 
spend time refl ecting on the idea that we should not be haunted by the 
inevitability of death. Furthermore, in the midst of the climate crisis, we 
should all be thinking di� erently about our choices—and that includes the 
choices we make about death and dying. Is it possible that in our deaths 
we could help each other grieve and heal better while we also better 
provide healing for our beloved, imperiled planet?

 Emotional/Physical Well-Being Convo
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
UNLEASHING SOCIAL INNOVATION AT BELMONT UNIVERSITY

FEATURED SPEAKER

10 A.M.  A Haunting History Of Belmont
 Mark Brown, Executive Director, Belmont Mansion

  The physical spaces we encounter in our lives can be comforting or 
disquieting or sometimes both. Belmont has been a place of nurture and a 
place of enslavement; a place of inclusion and yet a place of segregation; 
a place of empowerment and of denial. As a place of education, it is where 
student’s eyes continue to be opened to a broader and expansive world. In 
this session, we will look at how the use and meanings of these buildings 
and this landscape have changed over time and infl uenced the University 
campus and its neighborhood.

 Intellectual Well-Being Convo

11 A.M.  Adelicia Acklen: The Woman Beyond the Belmont Lore
 Dr. Brenda Jackson-Abernathy, Department of History

  While stories of the Belmont Mansion’s matriarch haunting its halls have 
long contributed to Nashville’s legend and lore, they are patently false. 
More accurate, though seldom told, are tales of the ways in which the 
antebellum and Civil War-era South, itself, haunted Adelicia Acklen during 
her lifetime, and continue to do so to her memory.  This talk seeks to push 
away those antebellum ghosts and cobwebs, place Acklen appropriately in 
nineteenth-century Nashville,  and reveal there was more to her than the 
pink house she built at the top of the hill. 

Intellectual Well-Being Convo

12 P.M.  Unprepared to Die: Murder Ballads, Gender Violence, and 
the Rhetoric of Country Music

 Dr. Sarah Blomeley, Department of English

  For many listeners, country music is the most carefree genre imaginable. 
It’s driving-with-the-windows-down music, slow-dancing-in-the-school-
gym music, cruising-in-the-pontoon music. But these lighthearted scenes 
belie a darker side of country music, a side haunted by the murder ballads 
that have been part of country music’s rhetorical identity from the very 
beginning. This talk traces the evolution of murder ballads–songs wherein, 
typically, young women are killed by their lovers–from British broadsides 
to Appalachian fi ddle tunes to contemporary hits. Why have romance and 
violence twined so tightly in the history of country music? How do they 
still intertwine today? What do murder ballads have to teach us about 
bodily autonomy, sexual agency, and gender violence in the 21st century? 
And what keeps drawing us to such dreadful country?

Cultural Well-Being Convo

1 P.M.  Walking The Haunted Landscape: Belmont, Middle 
Tennessee and the History of Enslavement

  Dr. Douglas Murray, Department of English

  An exploration of the career of Isaac Franklin, fi rst husband of Adelicia 
Acklen and the primary founder of her fortune.  In the decades before the 
Civil War, Franklin and his business partner John Armfi eld were, according 
to the Washington Post, “America’s cruelest, richest slave traders.”  This 
talk will help you trace their legacy, scattered throughout Middle 
Tennessee.

 Intellectual Well-Being Convo

2 P.M.  Belmont’s Freedom Plaza Memorial: Acknowledging the 
Haunted Yearning for Justice

 Dr. Andy Watts, College of Theology and Christian Ministry

  This presentation will explore how Belmont’s Freedom Plaza Memorial to 
the enslaved persons who lived and worked on the Belle Monte estate 
acknowledges a relentless, persevering haunting. It is a permanent 
engagement with the presence of the past; between the community and 
the living histories of those honored and their descendants; and with, in 
Howard Thurman’s words, the fi nal “vindication of truth” which confronts 
oppressive power and memory.

 Cultural Well-Being Convo
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
EMBRACING HOPE AND INCLUSION

11 A.M.  The Haunting of Grettir or What We Can Learn From The 
Icelandic Sagas

 Dr. Maggie Monteverde, Department of English

  “You will be made an outlaw, forced always to live in the wilds and to 
live alone. And further, I lay this curse upon you: these eyes will always 
be within your sight, and you will fi nd it di�  cult to be alone.” So says 
Glam, the revenant in Iceland’s most famous ghost story before Iceland’s 
most famous outlaw, Grettir, cuts o�  his head.  For many years, I have 
pondered the question of why the people of what Jesse Byock terms 
Iceland’s “proto-democratic” Free State, which lasted for roughly 300 
years from@930 until 1264,  of their own accord gave up their freedom 
to be ruled by the King Hakon of Norway, a ruler “more interested in 
furthering his own ambitions than advancing the aims of the Icelanders” 
(Byock). The question seems all the more pressing for those of us living 
in a democracy that has yet to reach the same milestone, yet seems more 
in danger now than at any time since the Civil War of giving up our own 
democratic system. In this presentation, I will explore what can happen 
when an independent people forgets the fundamental importance of 
cross-communal bonds by connecting our own current situation (and 
its cultural origins) to the situation of medieval Iceland. Those ancestors 
only survived and thrived when they worked and governed themselves 
together in a communal context, knowing what Grettir learns to his cost: 
he “cannot stand to be alone, not even to save [his] life.”

 Cultural Well-Being Convo

12 P.M.  The Haunting Nature of Progress: TVA’s Drowning of an 
Appalachian Way of Life

 Dr. Christie Kleinmann, Department of Public Relations

  Ask any resident from the Appalachian hollers and they will tell you 
progress comes at a price. This presentation traces the story of the 
mountain residents of Butler, TN and their lost way of life when the 
Tennessee Valley Authority fl ooded their town.

Cultural Well-Being Convo

FEATURED SPEAKER

1 P.M.  Everything is on Fire: Why We Will Never Stop Wrongfully 
Convicting People

 Sunny Eaton, Featured Speaker

  Sunny Eaton, Attorney and Conviction Review Unit Director discusses 
the haunting nature and causes of wrongful convictions and the role of 
Innocence Attorneys.

Cultural Well-Being Convo

2 P.M.  Panel Discussion: Tales from the Margins
Frightening Experiences with Racial Injustice in Academic and 
Professional Spaces

  Panel will include: Dr. Heather Finch, Dr. Michelle Guinn, Dr. Marquinta 
Harvey, Dr. Andrea Poynter, Dr. Michelle Shaw

  Want to hear a scary story?  Unfortunately, people who are a part of 
marginalized groups have haunting experiences deeply embedded in their 
lived experiences.  Panelists will explore more specifi c aspects of these 
experiences as they share how racial injustices are integral in making some 
of the scariest stories.

 CulturalWell-Being Convo
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
STORYTELLING THAT INSPIRES

FEATURED SPEAKER

10 A.M.  How Appalachia Haunts the South
 Bob Hutton, Professor and Author

  Since the 18th century the American South the Appalachian highlands 
have each played distinct cultural and political roles on the American 
imagination. Both are thought of as American Others, strange to the 
nation while simultaneously being familiar. So how strange or familiar are 
the South and Appalachia to each other? Ultimately, the crucibles of race 
and class have determined how the two overlapping regions have shared 
kinship or discovered di� erentness, often at the same time.

 Cultural Well-Being Convo

11 A.M.  Live Fiction Reading: “Americana”
 Dr. Jennifer Buentello, Department of English

  Laredo, Texas, and the rest of the Texas-Mexico border remains haunted by 
the past. Every February, Laredo hosts the largest Washington’s Birthday 
Celebration in the country, a city-wide event consisting of various festivals. 
The biggest of these events revolves around the Society of Martha 
Washington Colonial Pageant and Ball. In this pageant, young Latinas 
wear elaborate colonial ball gowns worth thousands of dollars in order to 
celebrate George Washington’s birthday at the cost of their own cultural 
identities. My fi ction piece titled, “Americana,” follows Gloria Perez, an 
eighteen-year-old debutant, as she struggles to navigate the complexities 
of her Mexican and American identities.  

Cultural Well-Being Convo

1 P.M.  Writing Contest Celebration/Reading

  Each year in connection with the Humanities Symposium Belmont 
students are invited to submit poetry, short fi ction, and creative non-
fi ction to the Sandra Hutchins Writing Competition. Writers of the top 
selections are invited to read portions of their submissions.

Cultural Well-Being Convo

FEATURED SPEAKER

2 P.M.  The Haunting Nature of Lists for Creative Writers
 Tom Franklin, Writer and Professor of Creative Writing

  Lists are crucial in our lives, reminding us what to do. They’re crucial in 
fi ction, too. This will be a workshop where we examine examples of lists 
in short stories and novels. At the end, students will create their own “list” 
story. Handouts will be provided.

Ocupational Well-Being Convo

3 P.M.  Student Panel: What The Folklore We Grow
Up With Really Tells Us

 Panelists: Maiah Farley, Abi Ledbetter, Taylor Reed

  Students will discuss the stories, meaning, and value of the folklore of their 
personal geographic spaces.

Cultural Well-Being Convo

FEATURED EVENT

6-8 P.M.  Reading and Book Signing By Tom Franklin

  Fiction writer Tom Franklin reads his short story “On Little Terry Road.” A 
brief question and answer session and book signing will follow the reading. 

Cultural Well-Being Convo

� e Master of Arts in English
at Belmont o� ers courses in literature and writing 

as well as convenient evening courses.

belmont.edu/gradenglish • 615.460.6503
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NOTES
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THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING
We hope you will join us next year for the 22nd Annual Humanities Symposium! 

Our theme next year will be humor.

The members of the 2022 Humanities Symposium Committee would like to extend 
their heartfelt appreciation to the many Belmont faculty, students, and sta�  who made 
the symposium possible. Special thanks go to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 

and Social Sciences for his fi nancial support; to the O�  ce of University Marketing 
and Public Relations for its assistance in preparing promotional materials; the O�  ce 
of Events Services for its assistance in reserving and equipping presentation space; 

Karen Bennett and Brenda Hancock for assistance in managing many of the day-to-day 
concerns for this event. And to all of our wonderful featured speakers, we feel deeply 

indebted and appreciative.


